I. Introduction
In the dominant discourses surrounding state-building practices, the issue of the 'Failed State' is commonly held to be the most pressing problem facing global security. According to Francis Fukuyama, "state-building is one of the most important issues for the world community" and today has "risen to the top of the global agenda".
1 Robert I. Rotberg argues that state-building has "become one of the critical all-consuming strategic and moral imperatives of our terrorized time". 6 the same month the Commission for Africa report, welcomed the fact that more than a quarter of bilateral aid to Africa is already channelled directly into state capacity-building; 7 in September 2005 the UN world summit agreed on the establishment of a proposed Peace-Building Commission to coordinate international activity in this area. 8 Th e focus on state capacities and institutions seems to herald a shift away from the 1990s when new, more interventionist, norms were heralded which challenged the fundamental rights of state sovereignty -those of self-government and non-intervention. Th ese rights took their clearest institutional form in the UN Charter framework of international law which emphasised the rights of peoples to self-government (Article 1.2), the sovereign equality of member states (Article 2.1), and the principle of non-intervention -outlawing the threat or use of force (Article 2.4).
9 Th roughout the Cold War, successive judgements of the International Court of Justice upheld these rights to self-government and
